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Seattle Pacific University Library

USEM 1000 - Literature Searching Approaches

Search Strategies:

· Keyword
· Keyword Phrase
· Boolean (AND, OR, NOT)
· Thesaurus (Subject Terms)
· Limiters/Refine Search (full text; peer-reviewed; etc.)
Getting a Topic Overview:

· Handbook of Psychology 12 Vols. (REF BF 121 .H1955 2003)
· Encyclopedia of Psychology 8 Vols. (REF BF 31 .E52 2000)

Identifying Books, etc.:

· SPU Online Catalog: Keyword, LC Subject, Title, Author searches (Journal title searches identify which journals we carry in print or microfilm on the lower level of the library).
· Summit Online Catalog: through SPU catalog, to obtain books in 3 days.
Identifying Periodical Articles: (access via Database link)
· Academic Search Premier: The world’s largest academic multi-disciplinary database.

· PsycINFO: THE database to the world’s research literature in psychology.
· E-Journal Portal: identifies which periodical titles SPU has full text online.
Identifying other Electronic Resources:

· WWW Internet Search Approaches: Try a Google Advanced Search, looking for authoritative sources. Meaningful phrases work best when searching the Web. Evaluate web sites according to the 5Ws criteria listed in the Evaluating Web Pages tutorial.

Obtaining Items:
· SPU Library: resources on-site; books can be checked-out

· Summit borrowing: free 3 day delivery of books to Circulation counter for 6 week checkout; bound journal volumes can be delivered for 3 day checkout.
· Interlibrary Loan: free (It takes one to two weeks to come in). Requests placed off PsycINFO & Academic Search Premier go directly to SPU library for processing.

Gary R. Fick, Psychology Librarian, (206)281-2423; gfick@spu.edu ; http://myhome.spu.edu/gfick/
REFERENCE HOURS FALL QUARTER: Tues. 4-6pm; Thurs. 2-4pm & 6-8pm

