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Seattle Pacific University Library

USEM 1000 – LIBRARY TOOLS & APPROACHES

Presentation Literature Search
Getting a Topic Overview: (either located in the library’s reference collection on the main floor or accessible online via the title in the SPU catalog)
· Infectious Diseases in Context (online via title)

· Encyclopedia of Infectious Diseases (online via title)

· Encyclopedia of Pestilence, Pandemics, and Plagues (REF RA 652 .E535 2008)

· Encyclopedia of Plague and Pestilence (REF RA 649 .E53 2001)

· Microterrors (REF QR 56 .H37 2004)
· Cambridge Historical Dictionary of Disease (REF RC 41 .C365 2003)
· Gale Encyclopedia of Medicine 2nd ed. 5 Vols. (REF RC 41 .G35 2002)
Identifying Books, etc.:

· SPU, Summit & Worldcat Catalogs: LC Subject or Keyword searches. Look for subject subdivisions by time, period, or place (e.g. Smallpox – United States - History)
Identifying Periodical Articles: (located off library’s Databases link)
· Academic Search Premier: The world’s largest academic multi-disciplinary database, providing full text for nearly 4,700 publications, including full text for more than 3,600 peer-reviewed journals.
· MEDLINE: primary medical research database for the world’s literature, with some full text available.
· Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature 1890-   : print indexes to historic magazine articles. Located on the tall index shelves behind computers on the main floor.
Identifying other Electronic Resources: Internet Search Approaches: 
Besides searching Google, there are various authoritative sites; e.g. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (www.cdc.gov) which includes the online Emerging Infectious Diseases Journal, good for newly developing diseases; e.g. WebMD.com a broad-based site on a variety of medical topics
· If not using authoritative sites, evaluate them via the 5Ws criteria identified in the Evaluating Web Pages library online tutorial(*remember, anyone can put anything on the Web, so make sure the information is credible (e.g. an article from a recognized published source)).
Obtaining Items:

· SPU Library: resources on-site; books can be checked-out

· Summit borrowing: free three day delivery of books to the library’s Circulation counter for 6 week check-out (you receive an email notifying you when it arrives).
· InterLibrary Loan (ILL):  Usually free (identify on request whether you don’t want to pay for an article if we can’t get if free. It could cost up to $15/article.) Plan for a two-week turn-around time. Requests can be placed directly off Academic Search Premier or MEDLINE.
Gary R. Fick, Science Librarian, 281-2423, gfick@spu.edu
REFERENCE DESK HOURS – FALL QUARTER: Tues. 4-6PM; Thurs. 2-4PM & 6-8PM
