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Seattle Pacific University Library

USEM 1000 – Researching the Literature

Getting a Topic Overview:
·  Access Science: encyclopedic database on science topics (access via Databases page)
· Wikipedia: http://wikipedia.org/ (just be careful about the authority of the article)
Library Catalog Approaches:

· SPU Library Catalog: LC Subject or Keyword searches. 
· Summit Catalog: LC Subject or Keyword searches.
· Worldcat: LC Subject or Keyword searches. 
Periodical Databases: access via Databases on SPU library web site.

· Academic Search Premier – The world’s largest academic multi-disciplinary database, including full text for more than 3,600 peer reviewed journals. Use peer-reviewed limiter for academic articles. 
· E-Journal Portal: identifies which periodical titles SPU has full text online
Identifying other Electronic Resources:

· WWW Internet Search Approaches: Try a Google Advanced Search, looking for authoritative sources. Evaluate web sites according to the 5Ws criteria listed in your Evaluating Web Pages library online tutorial.
Search Strategies: (particularly when searching periodical databases)

· Keyword

· Keyword phrase

· Boolean

· Thesaurus (Subject terms)

· Limiters

Obtaining Items:

· SPU Library: resources on-site; books can be checked-out

· Summit borrowing: free 3 day delivery of books to Circulation counter for 6 week check-out (you receive an email notifying you when it arrives).
· InterLibrary Loan:  Free (plan for a two-week turn-around time).  Requests placed off of Academic Search Premier go directly to SPU Library for processing.

Gary R. Fick, Science Librarian, 281-2423, gfick@spu.edu
REFERENCE DESK HOURS – FALL QUARTER: Tues. 4-6PM; Thurs. 2-4PM & 6-8PM

