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Seattle Pacific University Library

PSY3588 - Literature Searching Approaches

Search Strategies/Techniques:

+Author
+Keyword
+Boolean
+Phrase
+Thesaurus

+Back Door Subject
+Limiting/Refining (e.g. journal title; by age group)

+Build in Steps (large sets to smaller)
Identifying Books, etc.: (either search SPU Catalog directly, or search Summit or Libraries Worldwide for books beyond our collection)
· SPU Online Catalog: Keyword, LC Subject, Title, Author searches (Journal title searches identify which journals we carry in print or microfilm on the lower level of the library).
· Summit Online Catalog: through SPU catalog, to obtain books in 3 days, plus delivery of bound journals for 3 day checkout (it’s better to use Interlibrary Loan to get specific journal articles not in our collection).
Identifying Periodical Articles: (access via Find Articles - Psychology subject link)
· PsycINFO: indexing to the world’s research literature, including over 450 full text titles
· MEDLINE via EBSCOhost: indexing the world’s medical research literature, including full text articles
· E-Journal Portal: identifies which periodical titles SPU has full text online 
Obtaining Items:
· SPU Library: resources on-site; books can be checked-out

· Summit borrowing: free 3 day delivery of books to Circulation counter for 6 week checkout; also delivery of bound journals for 3 day checkout
· Interlibrary Loan: free (usually, or else up to $15 per request); forms via Library Page. One to two weeks to come in. Requests placed off PsycINFO & MEDLINE go directly to SPU library for processing.

· Other Regional Libraries: books can be checked out from all Summit participating libraries in Washington State and Oregon, with your SPU ID.
APA Reference Guide: 
· SPU Library – Online Resources – Style Manuals (look at APA Style links)
· Google Advanced Search: search phrase – APA References

Gary R. Fick, Psychology Librarian, (206)281-2423; gfick@spu.edu ;  http://myhome.spu.edu/gfick/
REFERENCE DESK HOURS – FALL QUARTER: Tues. 4-6PM; Thurs. 2-4PM & 6-8PM

